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Data	Summary

• 159 manuscripts (1,258 unique differentiae)

• 61 theoretical treatises (435 unique differentiae)

• 1,457 unique differentiae

• 129,526 antiphons with standardized differentiae
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Purpose	and	impact

• provides a standardized means of indexing 
differentiae

• enables the cross-manuscript study of differentiae
• clarify function of differentiae in antiphonal psalmody
• improve understanding of modally-ambiguous antiphons
• assist in identification of manuscript provenance
• understand the ‘medieval’ memorization and 

categorization of antiphon melodies
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1--h-h-g-f-gh-gfed--4D, 1, Da, 5, 4, 7, D1, D2g, D4, D2e, D1a, D01, ab, D3…
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1--h-h-g-f-gh-gfed--472b
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• provenance
• century
• monastic order or cathedral
• male/female monastic order
• style of notation 
• type of differentia
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• standardized differentia ID

• saeculorum
• amen
• mode
• pitch contour
• syllabic contour

• direction of movement
• interval of movement
• range
• inclusion of liquescents
• transposition
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• provenance
• century
• monastic order or cathedral
• male/female monastic order
• style of notation 
• type of differentia (in-line, margin, tonary letters)
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Impact	and	Significance

1. Enables cross-manuscript comparisons of differentiae 

2. Existing definitions of differentiae are predominantly reliant 
on medieval theoretical sources

3. Provides answers to questions and contestations over 
differentia function and the relationship between 
differentiae, mode, and the melodic incipits of antiphons

4. Allows differentiae to be used in assessments of manuscript 
similarity and provenance, and studies of chant transmission
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Next	steps

1. Finish editing manuscript differentiae

2. Launch public database

3. Add images for differentiae from theoretical sources and 
edit

4. Integrate the standardized differentiae IDs into Cantus 
Manuscript Database indices

5. Use standardized ID in future indices and continue adding 
manuscripts to the database
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r.shaw@utoronto.ca

Thank you!


